[Mortality related to asthma. Trends in France from 1970 to 1987].
An increase in mortality related to asthma has been observed in a great number of countries during the last decade. The purpose of this work is to study this evolution in France from 1970 to 1987. Numbers of deaths were obtained from INSERM, by sex and age groups and the corresponding populations from INSEE. Data were interpreted from crude rates and with the computation of age adjusted and age specific rates. In men, we observed a decrease in mortality from 1972 to 1979, then an increase from 1980 to 1987. In women, the decrease stopped as early as 1974 and we observed an increase from 1975 to 1987. On the other hand their crude and age-adjusted rates become higher than men's rates as early as 1977.